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Welcome to the 

Academic Excellence and 

Achievement Awards 

of 

2019-2020 

 

The Excellence and Achievement Awards go to students who exemplify 

the hard work and diligence that make our 

Waterford faculty and staff proud. 



The Learning Through Service Awards go to students in grades 9-11 who are at the top of their class for 

documented LTS hours and represent Lancer Pride at its best. Freshman Ashleigh Spitz has donated over 200 

hours mainly through her work with Camp DASH in the summer following her graduation from CLMS. 

Sophomore Zubin Agrawal has amassed over 200 hours donating his time and talents to the town of Waterford 

through Waterford Youth & Family Service Bureau's Camp DASH, the Waterford Public Library and Waterford 

Parks and Recreation's summer playground program. Junior Sabrini Tolppi has performed almost 400 LTS 

hours through her work with Peer Tutoring and volunteering with Mystic Seaport. Waterford Schools values 

giving back to our community and these students exemplify the spirit of that commitment. Congratulations 

and keep up the good work! 

Learning Through Service 



 The Rotary Scholar Of The Year  

Sean Corman 

Grade 11 

Rotary Scholars combine the Rotary ideal of “Service Above 

Self” with a commitment to academic excellence. Together, 

this year’s recipients have provided more than 800 hours of 

community service, and they are all taking at least four 

Advanced Placement or UCONN ECE courses apiece this 

year. On top of that, all four are actively involved in a variety 

of after-school activities.  

Congratulations to Sabrina, Sean, James, and Vidita! 

Sabrina Tolppi 

Grade 11 

Vidita Shah 

Grade 11 
James Kilcomons 

Grade 11 



 The Rotary Student Of The Year  

The Rotary Student of the Year award goes to one student in each grade who exemplifies the Rotary ideal of 

“Service Above Self” in their daily lives. Together, these three students have provided more than 600 hours of 

community service in a variety of roles both in the school and in the community.  

Thank you to Ashleigh, Zubin, and Ethan for your commitment to serving others! 

Ashleigh Spitz 

Grade 9 

Ethan Chan 

Grade 11 
Zubin Agrawal 

Grade 10 



Academic Achievement - Art 

Haylie Santangelo 

Grade 10 

Kaydence Martell 

Grade 9 



Academic Achievement - Art 

Isabella Williams 

Grade 11 

Madison Dorunda 

Grade 11 



The recipient of the Excellence 

in Art Award goes to a student 

who has exhibited artistic 

talent and creativity in art. She 

puts much thought and time 

into her art work to patiently 

create personalized, skillful 

and meaningful pieces.  She 

always goes the little extra to 

fully develop her idea and 

realize her artistic vision.  Her 

art radiates her creative 

personality and style.  We 

congratulate Paige Walstra! 

Overall Excellence - Art 

Emma Grimsey 

Grade 9 
Paige Walstra 

Grade 11 

Giovannina 

Fioravanti 

Grade 10 



Academic Achievement - Math   

Hannah Ard 

Grade 9 

Hannah Linder works very hard 

in Pre-Calculus. She is always 

looking to revise her work, 

improve upon it, and make her 

understanding thorough. Even in 

this time of distance learning, 

Hannah regularly chimes in 

during class to ask questions, 

when most other students stay 

on mute. She sets up time to 

meet with her teacher outside of 

class to go over quizzes, tests, 

and homework. She has a drive 

to do better and to learn from her 

mistakes. Great job this year 

Hannah! 

Alexis Myers 

Grade 10 

Hannah Linder 

Grade 11 



Overall Academic Excellence - Math 

Sabrina Tolppi repeatedly impressed her teacher in AP Calculus this year with her 

thorough problem solving and attention to detail. When diving into a new concept, she 

always seemed to be considering it from multiple angles and wondering about various 

“what if?” scenarios. In a class full of strong students, Sabrina still managed to stand out. 



Academic Achievement Science 

This year's recipient of the 

11th grade science academic 

achievement award is Abigail 

Saucier. One of her teachers 

stated: If I could clone one 

student to make copies of to fill 

up my classes with, it would be 

Abigail(Abby). Everyday she 

comes to class with a smile on 

her face and has a very 

positive outlook on life. 
 

 

Charlotte Morin 

Grade 9 

Maria (Flor) 

Brennan-Almaraz 

Grade 10 

Abigail Saucier 

Grade 11 



Overall Academic Excellence-Science 

Amelia Allen 

Grade 9 

Taylor Roy 

Grade 10 

Sabrina Tolppi 

Grade 11 



Hannah Ard is the 9th 

grade English Achievement 

recipient. Hannah is 

hardworking, organized and 

conscientious. Her work 

consistently shows excellent 

reading, writing, and 

thinking skills. 

Academic Achievement - English 



Overall Excellence 

English - 9 

 

Evan Piotrowski is the 9th grade 

English Excellence award recipient. 

Throughout the year, Evan has 

displayed an exemplary work ethic, 

dedication to his studies, and a true 

passion for the subject area. Evan 

embraced the challenge and rigor of 

the course and routinely produced 

high-quality work. He always played 

a vital role in class discussions, 

making mature and insightful 

comments about all the literature 

we’ve studied. In a brilliant group of 

Honors English students, Evan stood 

out among the rest in many ways. 

Overall Academic Excellence - English 



Academic Achievement-Social Studies 



Overall Academic Excellence-Social Studies 

This year's 9th grade recipient of the Overall 

Excellent in Social Studies is Briana Smith. 

Briana is an exceptional student that 

possesses the characteristics of an 

"outstanding scholar." She is intelligent, hard 

working, and skilled in both written and 

verbal communication. Briana not only 

always gets the job done, but her work is 

always completed at the highest standard. 

Briana is a model student. It is the History 

Department's pleasure to award Briana Smith 

the Excellence in Social Studies award. 



Overall Academic Excellence-Social Studies 



Academic Achievement-Technology 

Jordon has excelled in the Mobile Comp Science course. He 

is a regular contributor to class discussion in a very positive 

way. He asks insightful questions from which other students 

often benefit. He is conscientious and eager to push himself 

to learn more than what is being delivered in the classroom. 

His pleasant demeanor also makes him a bright spot that 

can light up the room. 

Kevin has been a great performer in Tech Ed classes since 

he was a freshman.  He is an intelligent and insightful 

student who brings a great mechanical and practical 

knowledge to his classes.  Always a class leader, he is a 

modest student whom others in the classes seek out when 

they need help or just fresh ideas.   

Will is a great worker who always gets the work done with a 

great attitude.  He has been in several Tech Ed classes to 

date, and has impressed his teachers in each of them. Will 

is willing to take on challenges, and always rises to the 

occasion. He is a team player who demonstrates leadership 

skills consistently and has earned the respect of his peers. 



Overall Excellence-Physical Education 



Overall Excellence-Physical Education 



Academic Achievement-Physical Education 



Academic Achievement-Physical Education 



Overall Excellence in 

Culinary Arts 



Overall Academic Excellence - Business 



Academic 

Achievement 

Child Development 



Overall Excellence 

Child Development 



Academic Achievement 

Early Childhood 

Education 



Overall Excellence 

Early Childhood 

Education 



Overall Excellence 

World Language 



French III Honors 

 

Kevin is respectful, 

kind, and consistently 

striving to go above 

and beyond in all that 

he does, and 

continues to excel in 

learning the French 

language. 

Overall Excellence 

World Language 

French IV Honors 

 

Sabrina strives not 

just to learn the 

language but to truly 

understand it. She 

continues to impress 

her teacher and 

classmates with her 

work, humility and 

kindness to all. 



Spanish III Honors 

 

Taylor continues to be 

a role model for her 

peers in Spanish 

class.  She works to 

understand the 

intricacies of the 

language and then 

incorporates her 

knowledge into her 

writing and speaking.  

Taylor is inquisitive, 

embraces challenges 

and understands the 

value of language 

learning. 

Overall Excellence 

World Language 
Spanish II Honors 

 

Amelia has a strong 

work ethic and 

always puts forward 

her best efforts.  

Amelia has a natural 

ability for language, 

often incorporating 

difficult or newly-

learned material.  

She is able to 

produce very high-

quality work in all 

areas of language 

learning.  Amelia is 

humble and driven. 



Academic Excellence 

World Language 

Latin III 

 

The Latin III Academic Excellence award 

goes to Megan Jones. Megan is 

academically serious and thorough. 

With every assignment, she takes 

responsibility for understanding and 

learning all of the Latin grammatical 

forms and complicated syntax. She is 

generous and helpful to fellow students, 

and a natural leader. Her writing and 

speaking skills are excellent. 



Academic Achievement 

World Language 



Academic Achievement 

World Language 



Academic Achievement 

World Language 



Heritage Award World Language 



Overall Excellence in Orchestra 

Luke is an excellent Orchestral musician. He was 

a member of this year's Connecticut Eastern 

Region Honors Orchestra and also member of 

Thames Valley Youth Symphony. 

Nicole is a dedicated Orchestral musician. She 

was a member of this year's Connecticut Eastern 

Region Honors Orchestra.   

 

Nitya is an enthusiastic Orchestral musician. She 

was a member of this year's Connecticut Eastern 

Region Honors Orchestra, a member of Thames 

Valley Youth Symphony, and a member of this 

year's All New England Honors Festival Orchestra. 



National School Orchestra Award 

Orchestra Director Award 



The Choral Director's Award 

National School Choral Award 



John Philip Sousa Band Award 

The Band Director's Award 



Louis Armstrong Jazz Award 

Semper Fidelis U.S. Marine 

Band Award 



Book Award 

 
presented to 

 

Sabrina Tolppi 

Grade 11 

Book Award 
presented to 

 

Ella Dyjak 

Grade 11 

The Harvard Prize Book 

is awarded to an 

outstanding student 

in the next-to-

graduating high school 

class who displays 

excellence in 

scholarship and high 

character, combined 

with achievement in 

other fields. 

The UConn Avery Point Book 

Award goes to a strong 

academic student with a 

passion for the ocean. 



Book Award 
presented to 

 

Erik Carlson 
Grade 11 

Book Award 
presented to 

 

Ava Cunningham 
Grade 11 

This book award is for an 

exceptional junior who has 

demonstrated outstanding 

academic achievement and 

leadership qualities 

consistent with Trinity 

College students. TC 

students are bold, 

independent thinkers who 

lead transformative lives. 

The Brandeis Book Award is 

given to an outstanding high 

school junior in the top 15% of 

the class who demonstrates a 

commitment to civic engagement, 

community service, political 

activism, social justice, or 

volunteer work. 
 



Book Award 
presented to 

 

Nitya Sai Somineni 
Grade 11 

Book Award 
presented to 

 

Jack Lange 
Grade 11 

The Wesleyan Book Award is 

for a student who excels in a 

rigorous course of study and 

demonstrates independent 

thought and creative 

thinking consistent with the 

spirit of free and energetic 

inquiry encouraged by 

Wesleyan University. 

Additionally, they must show 

extracurricular achievement, 

school leadership, 

community involvement or 

commitment to the arts. 

The St. Lawrence Book 

Award honors high school 

juniors who have 

distinguished themselves 

academically and in their 

communities by their 

significant commitment to 

community service. 



George Washington 

Alumni 

Book Award 
presented to 

 

Sreenidhi Somineni 
Grade 11 

Book Award 
presented to 

 

Anna Anderson 

Grade 11 

The Lasell Book Award 

goes to a junior with a 

strong academic record 

who is active in 

extracurricular 

activities and enhances 

the school community 

through their 

involvement. 

The GW Book Award 

recognizes high school 

juniors who embody 

the GW drive and 

spirit, specifically with 

their academic 

excellence, leadership 

outside of the 

classroom, diversity of 

thought, and ability to 

put knowledge into 

action. 



Clarkson Achievement 

Book Award 
presented to 

 

James Kilcomons 
Grade 11 

Clarkson University 

recognizes two members of 

the junior class: one for the 

Clarkson Leadership Award 

and one for the Clarkson 

Achievement Award.The 

individuals selected will 

qualify for a $60,000 

($15,000 per year) or 

$48,000 ($12,000 per year) 

tuition scholarship, 

respectively, over four years 

should they apply, be 

accepted and choose to enroll 

at Clarkson University. 

These students have 

demonstrated outstanding 

leadership qualities, have an 

academic interest in 

Engineering, Business, 

Science or Liberal Arts, and 

are recognized by students 

and faculty as being a 

positive contributor to the 

WHS school and community. 

Clarkson Leadership 

Book Award 
presented to 

 

Megan Jones 

Grade 11 



CAS 

Connecticut Scholar 

Award  
presented to 

 

Vidita Shah 
 

Frederick Douglass & 

Susan B. Anthony 

University of 

Rochester Award 
presented to 

 

Abigail Saucier 
 



Bausch & Lomb 

Science Award 

University  of 

Rochester 
presented to 

 

Vidita Shah 
 

George Eastman 

Young Leaders Award 

University of 

Rochester 
presented to 

 

Sean Corman 
 



Rensselaer Medal 

Award 
presented to 

 

Sabrina Tolppi 
 

Xerox Award for 

Innovation and 

Information 

Technology 

Univ. of Rochester 
presented to 

 

Liu Yang 
 



Congratulations to All of Our 

Outstanding Recipients!! 
All photos compliments of Frausini Photography  https://www.frausini.com/ 

This concludes 

Our presentation of 

The Waterford High School Underclassmen 

Awards 

2019-2020 



Congratulations to All of Our 

Outstanding Recipients!! 
All photos compliments of Frausini Photography  https://www.frausini.com/ 

Thank you Mrs. Strout for all the work you 

did to make the awards show happen!  

Certificates/awards will be mailed home. 

Some awards and books might be delayed 

due to COVID issues. 


